Notice of Final Rejection 
Patent Application No.: Japanese Patent Application No. 2003-359842 
Drafting Date: August 14, 2006 
Name of the Examiner: Hiromi ITOH, 9515 2H00 

Title of the Invention: Irradiation sensitive resin composition 
Applicant: JSR Kabushiki Kaisha 
Agent of the Applicant: Seiji KOJIMA 

The invention of the present application should be rejected 
for Reasons 3 and 4 specified in the Notice of Reasons for Rejections 
dated April 13 , 2006. 

Applicant ' s arguments and procedure amendments have been fully 
considered but no basis enough to overcome the rejection has been found. 

Remarks : 

* As to Reason 3 

(Claims 1, 3, 5 # 6, and 7) 

Exhibit 2; See claims 1, 2 (VI), 3, [0042], [0046], [0048], 
(F-29) in [0060], (F-35) in [0061], (B-l), (B-4), and (B-6) to (B-10) 
in [0079], (B-14) and (B-15) in [0080], [0086] to [0125], and [0130]. 

It is described that the repeating unit expressed in the general 
formula (VI) is contained, the repeating unit expressed in the general 
formula (XI) is further contained, the content of the repeating unit 
expressed in the general formula (VI) is generally 10 to 70 mole % in 
polymer, and preferably 15 to 60 mole %, and more preferably 20 to 55 
mole %. Further, the unit corresponding to the repeating unit (1-1) 
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of the present application is described as the repeating unit expressed 
in the general formula (VI ) . Further, the repeating unit corresponding 
to the repeating unit (1-2) or (1-5) of the present application is 
described as the repeating unit expressed in the general formula (XI) . 
The acid generating agent of the present application is also described. 
A lactone ring is not essential. 

Therefore, the inventions recited in claims 1, 3, and 9 of 
the present application would have been easily made from the matters 
described in Exhibit (b) . 

* As to Reason 2 

(Claims 1 to 7) 

Publication of prior application 6; See claim 1, paragraphs 
[0015] to [0022], [0089], [0106], (F-29) and (F-35) in [0109], [0114], 
(B-l) , (B-4) , and (B-6) to (B-10) in [0115] , (B-14) and (B-15) in [0116] , 
[0151] to [0213], and [0217]. 

Publication of prior application 7; See claims 1 and 2, 
paragraphs [0016] to [0018] , [0022] to [0024] , [0077], (F-29) and (F-35) 
in [0080], [0085], (B-l), (B-4), and (B-6) to (B-10) in [0086], (B-14) 
and (B-15) in [0116], [0126] to [0197], and [0206]. 

Publication of prior application 8; See claim 1, paragraphs 
[0026] to [0028], [0090], [0103], (F-29) and (F-35) in [0106], [0111], 
(B-l) , (B-4) , and (B-6) to (B-10) in [0112] , (B-14) and (B-15) in [0113] , 
[0149] to [0272], and [0276]. 

In the publications of the prior application 6, 7, 8, it is 
described that the repeating unit expressed in the general formula (VI) 



is contained, and the repeating unit expressed in the general formula 
(XI) is further contained. Further, the unit corresponding to the 
repeating unit (1-1) of the present application is described as the 
repeating unit expressed in the general formula (VI). Further, the 
repeating unit corresponding to the repeating unit (1-2) or (1-5) of 
the present application is described as the repeating unit expressed 
in the general formula (XI) . The acid generating agent of the present 
application is also described. 

The preferable range of the molar ratio of the repeating unit 
expressed in the general formula (VI) in the polymer composition also 
overlaps with the range of the ratio of the content of the repeating 
unit (1-1). 

Therefore, the portions other than those related to the 
copolymers specifically described in the present application merely 
constitute a slight difference for solving the problems, and are 
equivalent to the extent described in the Publications of the prior 
applications 6 to 8. 

(Claims 1 to 7) 

Publication of prior application 9: See claims 1, 2, 5, 14, 
and 20, paragraphs [0030], [0063] to [0067], [0084] to [0087], [0093], 
[0096], [0100], [0101], and [0105] to [0108]. 

The monomer of Publication 9 of the prior application 9 
corresponds to the repeating unit (1-1) of the present application. 

It is also described that the repeating units expressed in 
the formulas 25, 26, and 27 sure rendered as comonomers. 
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Although a range of molar % of the preferable formula 9 is 
not described, no difference in carrying out the inventions is 
constituted in view of the molar ratio of the copolymers in Examples 
and the like. 

For example, in [0093], copolymers are constituted by the 
formulas 9, 7, and 27 where the formula 9 is 40 molar %. The monomer 
of the formula 27 corresponds to the monomer of (1-2) of claims 1 and 
3 of the present application , and the monomer of the formula 7 corresponds 
to the constituent unit (1-4) of the present application. 

In [0106], monomers are of the formulas 9 and 26, where the 
former is 60 molar % and the monomer of the formula 26 corresponds to 
the monomer of ( I - 2 ) of claims 1 and 3 . 

Here , whereas the acid generating agent is limited to a specific 
kind in claims 1 to 7, the invention described in the prior application 
9 does not describe the kind of the acid generating agent. 

However, the acid generating agent of the present application 
is well known, and no special technical significance in the combination 
with the acid generating agent is described. 

As to the acid generating agent recited in claim 6, although 
the applicant states that this acid generating agent is based on Example 
[0223] , the acid generating agent used alone is only (B-l) . (B-2) is 
used only in combination with (B-l), and (B-4) is used in combination 
with (B-l) and (B-2) into a three -component system. Further, (B-5) 
and (B-6) are respectively used in combinations with each other. No 
specific examples where they are used alone are presented. Further, 
as to (B-3), no specific example is presented. 
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Therefore, the limitation of the acid generating agent of claim 
1 to 7 of the present application with respect to the invention described 
in the prior application 9 is an addition of a well-known technique, 
and merely constitutes a slight difference in embodying means. 

Consequently, the portions other them those related to 
copolymers specifically described in the present application merely 
constitute a slight difference for solving the problems, and are 
equivalent to the extent described in the publication of the prior 
application 9. 

Here, the applicant has made an amendment by limiting the claims 
where some examples have been rendered as reference examples . However , 
also as to A-l, the molar ratio of (1-1) is 39.7 molar %, and does not 
fall within the range of 40 to 90%. 

Further, as to the unit (1-5), merely a three -component 
copolymer with S-24, which corresponds to both of (1-2) and (1-4), is 
specifically described. No description is made as to a two-component 
system between (1-1) and (1-5). 

If the applicant has any complaint against this Notice of Final 
Rejection, the applicant can file an appeal thereon to the 
Director-General of the Japanese Patent Office within 30 days (if the 
applicant is a resident abroad, within 90 days) from the date of the 
transmittal of this Notice of Final Rejection (Section 121(1) of the 
Japanese Patent Law) . 
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(Teaching based on Section 46(2) of the Administrative 
Litigation Law) 

For this Notice of Final Rejection, the only action that the 
applicant can institute is an action demanding to annul the decision 
made to the appeal filed for this Notice of Final Rejection (Section 
178(6) of the Japanese Patent Law). 

I certify that the matters described above are the same as 
those recorded on the file. 

Date of certification: August 15, 2006, Emiko HI RASE , Business 
and Industry Officer 
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(ffi^l, 3, 5, 6, 7) 

3fcitK2 ; m&m,2 (V I ) ,3, [0 0 4 2], [0 0 4 6], [0 0 4 8] 
, [0 0 6 0] (F-29), [0 0 6 1] (F-35), [0 0 7 9] (B-l), (B-4), (B-6) 
-(B-10), [0 0 8 0] (B-14), (B-15), [0 0 8 6] - [0125] , [0 13 

0] #ito 
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m^iB«$nT^o, Mctts-t^ (xi) T^n^ioiwfiti 

T, *®<D^DiIL^{i (1-2) (1-5) tCtB^-rsm^^BB«S 

*m&2iz-D^x 
m^m 1 - 7 ) 

^60^i;f^l, [0015] -[0 0 2 2], [0089], [0 
10 6], [0109] (F-29) (F-35) , [0114], [0115] (B-l) (B-4 
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0 8 6] (B-l) (B-4) (B-6)-(B-10), [ 0 1 1 6 ] (B-14), (B-15), [0126] 
-[0197], [0206] #Io 

%m 8 (D&m ; fMSJS 1, [0026] -[0028], [0090], [0 
10 3], [0106] (F-29) (F-35) , [0111], [0112] (B-l) (B-4 
) (B-6)-(B-10), [0 1 1 3] (B-14), (B-15), [0149] -[0272], [ 
0 2 7 6] #1. 
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(It ^ 1 - 7 ) 

5fei9 0^i ; ff^JSl.2,5,14,20,, [0030], [0063] -[006 
71], [0 0 8 4] - [0 0 8 7] , [0 0 9 3] , [0 0 9 6], [010 
0], [0101], [0105] -[0108] #io 
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